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DEDICATION

T his book is dedicated to all those who have sighcd sighs or
shed tears of clcspcration, ncccling to hear the voice of (God in

their hearts and lives.

As thcg read through the pages of this book, my prayer is
that their hearts may be quickenccl to understand, receive and
aPPlﬂ Gocl’s Worcl to them in new ways, to open fresh avenues

of love and communication between themselves and (God.

|saiah once wrote:

« The 5ovcrc(gn [ ord has given me an instructed
tonguc, to know the word that sustains the weary.

/'7'6 wakens me morning bﬂ morning, wakens my ear to
listen like one bcing taug/7t.

T he 5ovcrc[gn [ ord has olocncc/ my ears, and [ have
not been rebellious. / have not drawn back?

|saiah 50: 4-5

| pray for this anointing to be upon every heart and mind
reacling these words of the Prophct |saiah, that each new clag
will hold the quickening of a real and fresh hoPc to hear soon a

worcl to sustain both oursclvcs ancl tl"nosc arouncl us who clcsirc

and need a touch from God. |n Jesus’ Name, Amen

Janice Woodrum
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FOREWARD

T oo many of us allow wc"—meaning Christians to put
condemnation on us for one reason or another. thn things
aren’t going right, often the first “loving” suggestion given is
that there must be sin in our lives. And we “bug” it. The area

of hcaring from (God is no cxccPtion. T o be sure, if we have

unconfessed sin, it must be dealt with, but in «/7OFFE 7O
FEAR SOON,” Janice Woodrum very refreshingly opens
to us fourteen ways (God may be wanting to effect growth in
us. Only one of those has to do with possible disobedience or
dealing with unconfessed sin. T here are thirteen otherlessons
(God may want to teach us.

T o be sure, having open communication with our | ord
and hearing from [Him on a daily basis is absolute bliss. Put,
Janice does an excellent job of reminding us of the uniqueness
of (God and the varied methods He uses to conform us to [His

image. That may include a changc in the way He chooses to



speak (or not to speak) to us. She effectively supports her
message with many Scriptures and illustrations.

Janice has carned the right to speak to us in this area
because she is an intercessor. She has learned the value of
hearing from (God through the many hours spent in [is
presence. She has also experienced drought in her own life
and thus has personally wrestled with this whole subjcct. |
know Janice to be a woman of (God, solid in her ability to hear
His voice and obeyiit.

| was personally blessed and encouraged as | read the
manuscript. | highly recommend “/JOFE 7O HEAR
SOON and pray that as you read it you may be set free
from any condemnation Satan may have put on you.
Furthermore, | pray that you may have your eyes and your
heart opened to other ways (God in His great love for you may
be wanting to reveal [Himself or “shore up” areas that need to

be strcngthcnccl.

Soanne Huupp

Safem, Oragon



HOPE TO HEAR SOON

INTRODUCTION

“| sure hopc to hear somcthing from (God soon!” Have
these ever been your words? (OF course, it's not the kind of
exclamation we want to advertise. \We usua”y don’t even want
to admit, except to our closest Christian brothers or sisters,
that we have times when we’re not hcaring from Gocl. ]ncleecl,
we sometimes don’t even want to admit our condition to
ourselves. Put if we are rca”g honest with ourselves, we will
admit that we have had a season at some time in our Christian
life when we were having a “clry sPc",” when wcjust didn’t seem
to sense the presence of the Lorcl as well as we had in the
past, and we seemed to have trouble hcaring His voice either
in prayer or in our time in (God’s Word. We have heard this
season referred to as a Pcriod of “darkness” or “clrought,” or
even a “storm,” and it is ever so uncomfortable for us, csPcciauy
if we have come to a P|ace in our Christian cxPcricncc where

sensing the presence of the | ord is csPcciaug valuable and
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mcaningFul to us, somcthing to be sought above other life
cxPcricnccs. For most of us, this time of c]rought is not
something we have ncccssarilg tried to understand, but we have
mcrclg tried to get out of it as quicklg as Possiblc, for it makes
us feel as if we have somehow failed - either failed (God or
failed ourselves, or both. \We think we must have somehow
fallen short, or this wouldn’t be happcning to us, because (God
never falls short.

| sPokc to another Christian writer rcccntlg, who was
ccliting a book he had written a few years ago. |n this book he
made a statement that the on|3 reason for such a “clrought” or
“darkness” Pcriocl was unconfessed sin. As ] read this l
couldn’t quitc agree with the statement, for | myscl{: had
alrcaclg discovered another reason on my own, with the hclP of
a very close Christian sister. So | bcgan to pray about this
Particular Phcnomcnon, because | think it is a common
Christian cxPcricncc, though we may not talk about it much or
admit it to others. [t bears research and discussion to attempt

to understand it, because it can be tcrn'mcying or clishcarl:cning.
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|t can even lead us to clcspair if we don’t know what is
haPPcning to us, or if we do not discern that the cxpcricncc
may be cxactlg what Gocl has clcsignccl for our Pcrsona|
growth at the moment. llc we have grown accustomed to
cxPcricncing a sense of (God's presence, our first emotion
when we don’t sense Him near will often be Fcar,just as an
cight—month-olcl babg bcgins to scream when mother goes out
of the room. But as the babg soon matures and learns that
mom isjust in the next room, we can also learn that there are
varied reasons whg we might not kccnlg sense (God'’s purposes
in our lives in the midst of such a season. \WWe don’t need to be
incaPacitatccl with fear, if we understand this as part of God’s
clisciPIinc or training in our life of clisciplcshiP. The purpose of
this stucly is to Proviclc some illumination into the “dark” or
“clrought” seasons of our livcs, so we can continue to walk
stcacllcastlg with (God and grow in both our resolve and our
abilitg to serve him Faithfu”y as His disciplcs in all

circumstances.

12



As | Pragchu”g examined some of the Possiblc reasons

for such seasons, | Fina”g discovered that the acrostic

“HOFE. TO HEAR SOON?” would hclP describe

some of them. Fcrhaps as you consider these fourteen arecas,

you will discover some additional reasons of your own with the

helP of the Holy Spirit.
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HOoOFPE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Onc

fLest

Have | been HONEST with (God?

John 4:2%- 24 says that the [Tather secks

those who will worship [Him in spirit and in truth. [Have |
brought my heartfelt worship motivated and led by the [Holy
Spirit who dwells in me, or have | relied on empty tradition or
forms which have no real meaning? [Have | been truthful with
(God about my real feelings, hurts, frustrations and desires; or
have | pretended something else in [is presence? (God knows
our hearts anyway. 1Chron. 28:9 says “...the [ ord searches
every heart and understands every motive behind the
thoughts.” [Je waits and longs for us to communicate in truth

with [Him so He can share truth with us. [His silence might
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cause us to examine the real substance of our rclationsl'liP with
[Him, and to be honest with both ourselves and (God about the
contents of our hearts.

A step to bcing honest with (God is bcing honest first
with ourselves. Sometimes we don’t even know the things clccp
in our own heart which need the touch of (God for healing,
correction, or cnliglﬁtcnmcnt. His Word is the sword which
opens our hearts and reveals the truth hidden therein.
Hebrews 4:12-1% says, “For the Word of (God is /iwhg and
active. 5/731pcr than any c/ouﬁ/c—-ca’gca’ sword, it penctrates
even to c/iwd/ng soul and 5lol'r7't, jo/nts and marrow; ftjuc/gcs the
t/70ug/7t5 and attitudes of the heart Not/u'ng in all creation is
hidden from (God'’s 5{g/7t' r vcrytﬁlhg is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of /'7’//71 to whom we must give account.”

Sometimes if we are in a Pcriocl of darkness or clrought
our tcnclcncy is to ncglcct our Pattcrn of rcacling Gocl’s Worcl
with some excuse such as, “]’mjust not getting angthing out of
it,” or “chust doesn’t seem to be sPcaking to me.” At times

like this we need even more to persevere in the Word, trusting
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that our sPirit can receive nourishment from (God even when
the intellect and emotions are convinced that there is no
refreshment in the Worcl at such a season. Thc Worcl can
Picrcc between soul and sPirit, rcvca|ing the very thing which
we need to know in order to be honest with ourselves and also
with God.

| remember well a season in my life a number of years
ago when | wasjust bcginning to come into a Perioc] of revival
after a number of years of dukewarm” Christianitg. | was a
mother of children, but | was also worlcing full time at ajob |
loved, and felt | was_just bcginning to come into the fullness of
my career goals. [t was a time when | was crjoging a new
freshness in my times of Praisc and worshiP, and the Word was
coming alive. And then | hit a snag because | wasn’t bcing
honest with myscllc or with (God. | was starting to pray about
many things in my life as my prayer life was restored to
freshness. But one area which l did not dare pray about was
my work cxPcricncc. | did not want to su]:jcct this area to [His

scrutiny, because | was afraid of what [He might say or what

18



He might require of me. [Je might ask me to slow down and
work fewer hours; or even quit complctcly. | was not willing or
ready to receive instruction from [Jim in this area, and
therefore | withheld this entire part of my life from [Him.

Then in His perfect timing, [Te chose to help me get
past this stumbling block in my fresh walk with [im. | remember
well that very black [Friday. | had taken quite a fallin an athletic
event a week earlier, and | saw a doctor that day about my
swollen and PainFuI knee. He informed me that | was going to
need extensive surgery for repair of cartilage and ligaments
which had been torn in the fall. [ arier that same day | had the
unpleasant task of taking our beloved dog to the vet to be put
to sleep for a disease beyond remedy. | would need to come
home and break the news to the children.

When | got home | met my husband, who had also gone to
the doctor for investigation of severe neck and shoulder pain
he had been having, He informed me that he had a slipped disk
in his neck, and would need immediate surgery. T he weight of

thcsc thrcc concurrent circumstances sccmccl almost
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unbearable. [Tis neck problem was more urgent than my knee
injury, so my surgery was postponed for later the next week.
He would be going to surgery on Monday morning. On
Sunday morning | came forward at the close of the church
service for prayer from the elders, having just discovered the
words in James 5:14, “/s any one of you sick? [Je should call
the elders of the Church to pray over him and anoint him with
oil in the name of the [ ord?” | was expecting physical healing,
but God had something better in mind.

On Monday morning, my husband had already been
taken to the hospital for his surgery, and | was meeting with the
Lord in my very broken state. | was pouring my heart out to
Him regarding my situation. | am usually very self-confident,
comPosccl, and in control of my situations. Put because of the
events which my loving | ord allowed, | was frightened, strung
out, and feeling entirely out of control of these events which
were swirling around me. |n my weak state, [ e became strong,

and broke through the hard core of my hcart, that had tried so
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hard to hide from mgscl{: and from [Him my fear of [is

investigation of the professional/career side of my life.

Suddenly, in the midst of my prayer time, | watched as
the Holy Spirit did something | had not been able to do in my
condition of strength and composure. Before | knew what was
haPPening, He had Pullcd out of the closet of my heart this
matter of my Prochsional career and goals, and [e put it on
the altar before [Father (God. With a decision and strength
which came entirely from the [Holy Spirit, and not from my own
strength, | found myself suddenly praying to fully surrender
this part of my life to His scrutiny, trusting [Jim to advise me,
change my heart, change me, or do whatever [ e wanted to do
with it.

Immediately a sweet peace sPrcacl over me, and a sense
of relief flooded in, because that corner of the closet of my
heart had been emptied and given over to [Him who has power
to cleanse and heal. | realized that not only was my Prochsion
an idol before (God, but another idol was exposed at the same

time. | hat idol was my hobby of martial arts which seemed to
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take more time and effort as | pressed on to higher levels. | had
justified this because it allowed me to spend more time with my
children who were also studying K ung [Fu. But it had become
an idol, taking more and more time and dedication.

The Bible character, Jonah, discovered a wonderful
truth about idols as he was within the belly of a whale, just
beginning to turn his thoughts and prayers toward (God in a
way pleasing to [Jim. e prayed, “Those who cling to
worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs’ (Jonah
2:8). Some idols in his life had Preventcd him from obeying
God’s command to take the message of repentance to the
pagan and wicked city of Nineveh. [n his near death
experience he let go of these things, and began to cling to the
living (God, offering repentance and thanksgiving, while
renewing his commitment to obey (God.

| ikewise, in the privacy of my own bedroom, | finally let
go of my own idols of professional and recreational goals. A
sweet grace flooded in and changed the direction of my life to

one which led me away from Profcssional notorictg and martial
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arts trophies. |n the weeks and months following my knee
surgery, | was separated from both my work and my practice of
Kung Fu. |n this time alone with (God, [He birthed a vision in
my heart for a low income clinic for the poor ~ a vision that
materialized over the next few years. And the Path He had
chosen for me led directly to ministry for [im in the years
ahead. The | ord knew the real desire of my heart was to know
Him better and serve in [His Kingdom, rather than the world’s.
In looking back, that bleak [Friday was the turning point
in my life leading to the life of ministry which | now delight in.
The injury in my knee was so severe that most of the cartilage
padding had to be removed, and for years | have had pain with
long walks as bone grinds against bone. Put when | experience
pain, | rejoice with the words of David in Psalm 51:8, 4/ et me
hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.”
The pain is a reminder of [is love that was so great and wise
as to stop me in my tracks, and open my heart to see the reality

of the selfish thoughts and attitudes hidden there. Hc gave
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me grace to surrender these ti'iings to [im for His hcaling,
correction and restructuring of my Priorities in life.

]n the clrg or dark seasons of our ]ivcs, we need to
continue to look for (God’s truth in [His Word and seek [Him in
prayer, giving Him Pcrmission to search our hearts and reveal
to us the things hidden there which migl'it in part be iimiting our
communication, i:c"owsiﬁip or full surrender to Him and His will
for our lives. \WWhen we are honest with ourselves, we can bcgin
to be honest with (God. With this revelation comes the grace

to let go of “worthless idols” and move on with (God.
g
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HOFPE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr Two

bediest
Have | been OBEDIENT?

Fsalm 66:18-19 says, “/f | had cherished sin
in my heart, the [ ord would not have listened: but (God has
surely listened and heard my voice in prager.” Ferhaps the
most likely reason we are not hearing (God’s voice is that we
have unconfessed sin in our lives. Confessing and repenting
of the sin (turning away from it to walk in newness of life), can
reopen lines of communication with (God.  We sin both by
commission and by omission; in other words, we sin by doing
things which displease (God, and also by not doing things which
He wants us to do. We usually tend to see the sins we have

committed more clcarlg. But we need to ask ourselves if we
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have been disobedient by omission (i.c. neglecting to do that
which God already told us to do). James 4:17 says, “ Angyone,
then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it,
sins.” Jesus said in Matthew 25:23, “You have been faithful
with a few things; [ will put you in charge of many things? (od
may not share new direction, revelation or instruction with us
until we are faithful to obey that which [He has already gjven
us. |f you are not hearing from (God, Pcrhaps you need to
return to the altar where [He last gave you instruction. [f you
have not followed through on His instructions to you, repent
and ask forgiveness. Decide to and begin to obey His
instruction and then wait upon (God for further direction.

L et’s go back to take a closer look at Jonah in the belly
of the whale. He had been given a specific command from
(God to go to Nineveh to Prcacl—. against their sins there, in
hopes that they might repent and turn to (God. Jonah was not
pleased with this assignment, and he ran away from obeying
(God’s directive. T hrough the terrible storm and loss of cargo,

bcing tossed overboard and ncarly drowning, and Fina”g
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ending up a hostage in the belly of a whale, Jonah had not
turned himself around to obey the [ ord.  And his life
consisted of deep darkness, seeing and hearing nothing from
God above the rumbling of the whale’s belly. Amidst all of
these circumstances, he did not hear another word from (God
until his attitude changed, he repented, and with a song of
thanksgjving decided to turn and obey the word of direction
which God had already gjven him.

We, like Jonah, may need to be confronted with
difficult circumstances and a period of drought from
experiencing (Jod’s presence until we examine ourselves and
see if we, like Jonah, have avoided following His direction for
our lives, or failed to do what [He has specifically told us to do.
Times like these should cause us to examine ourselves and
pray, asking (God to remind us of any sPcciFic directions e
has already gjven which we have neglected to obey.

On the other hand, if we are in a dark or drought period
in our life, but the [Holy Spirit has not identified any area

where we have not obcyccl (God’s instruction to us, it is
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imPortant that we kccp cloing what (God has c|car13 revealed
by His written or sPo‘(cn Word before we came into this time.
Fsalm 119:11 says, “/ have hidden your Worc/ in my heart that /
m[g/nf‘ not sin against you.” We need to continue in
faithfulness, holcling steadfast, trusting in those Promiscs from
Gocl that we know. Galatians 6:9 says, "Lct us not become
weary in c/oing gooaf for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest ifwe do not give up.”

Second Corinthians 5:7 says, “We lve [)ﬂ faith, not [)ﬂ
5[g/7t » F ven if we have a Pcriocl when we don't kccn[lj sense
His presence or hear a fresh word from (God, we need to
continue to walk bg faith in the truth we know, ‘cnowing that this
too shall surclg pass.

[f a seventeen year old is instructed l:)y his father to
mow the lawn every week, he does not stop obcying this
instruction, even if his dad is away for a six week triP. He
knows his dad will return soon, and he wants to be found
faithful in dad's eyes upon his return. A ten or iZ-gcar—-oIcl

may not follow through as well with this clisciPlinc. Hc will need
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cxPcricncc in Fo"owing directions FaithFu"g, without ncccling
constant reminders or nagging. | ikewise, as we mature in our
walk as disciplcs of Christ, we may need Practicc to learn to
follow through with His instruction without constant reminders.
A clrought cxPcricncc may be a part of God's training
program for us as we increase in our faith, faithfulness and
maturity as clisciplcs of Christ.

After Christ’s resurrection, and before [His return to
heaven, Jesus gave us very sPcciFic directions to “go and make
c/ﬁsa}o/cs of all nations, bapt/z/ng them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the f‘]’o{g 5}3/171; and tcacblhg
them to obcy cvcr:gt/u'ng / have commanded Hou. Anc/ 5urc{g /
am with you a/ways, to the very end of the age” (Matthcw
28:19-20).

We all need to obcg this command until [e revokes it or
gives us another one to take its Placc. AH of us as His
clisciplcs are to work toward obcging this command in one way
or another. Wc may be called to go across the street, the

state, the nation, or around the world to make disciplcs. Orwe
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may be called to help pay for others to go, or pray for others
who go, or prepare others to go, or any combination of these.
His promise “surely | am with you always” carries with it a very
real awareness of [is presence when we get involved in the
Great Commission like this.

If you want more life in your fellowship with (God,
examine yourself to see if you are obeying His direction in this
specific area of your life. This command is uttermost on
God's heart, for “God so loved the world that [e gave [Tis
one and only Son that whoever believes in [im shall not perish
but have cternal lfe” (John 3:16). He gave the greatest price

to win the world’s lost; what are we cloing to share the greatest

burden on Gocl’s heart?
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HOFPE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr Three

ersuaded

Am l FEKSUADE_D that Gocl is with

me, even when | don't feel His presence or hear
His voice? [Have | hidden the promises of (God in my heart to
sustain me in this time? Joshua 1:5, 9 says, “4s [ was with
Moses, so [ will be with you; [ will never leave you nor forsake
you ... [Jave | not commanded you? e strong and
courageous. [Jo not be territied: do not be discouraged, for
the [ ord your (God will be with you wherever you go.” |n
Matthew 28:20, (God promises that [He will be with us always,
especially when we are about the work of making disciples for
His kingdom. These are good verses to put to memory,

kceping in mind that God'’s Promiscs suPcrscclc our emotions.
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We need to learn all we can of (God’s Word and His Promiscs

cluring the times when we have amplc ligl'lt of His presence, so
we can Fu”y trust in [Jis presence in times of darkness. Are we
Fu“y Pcrsuadcd of the truth of [His presence?

As ] consider the word “Pcrsuaclccl,” ] ask mgsc“j what
makes a person Persuaclccl. l tl'iought of our sgstcm of trial by
jurg for a person susPcctccl of committing a crime against
society. If a trialjurg makes a decision to chargc a person
guiltg of a certain crime, thcg are Fu"g Pcrsuaclccl, bcgoncl any
reasonable doubt that the person is guiltg. If | examine the
process further, | realize that it is the evidence Prcscntccl bg
the Prosccuting attorney which Pcrsuaclcs them of the
Pcrson’s gui|t. ] wonder how we become Fu"g Pcrsuaclccl that
(God is with us, even if we don’t seem to be Fccling His acute
presence every moment, or if we are not hcan'ng a fresh word
from Him.

Romans 4:2.1 says that Abraham was "‘)[u/{g /ocrsuac/cc/

that Goc/ had power to do what he had Prom/scc/.” H: we look

at the story in (Genesis chaPtcr 18, we read about the word
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given to Abraham that Sarah would have a son at this time
next year. | he beginning of chapter 21 tells us about the
birth of the promised son, |saac. | have asked myself the
question, “fJow did Abraham become fully persuaded that
God had power to do what he had promised?” | came to the
conclusion that there was concrete evidence that (God had this
power. What was the evidence? Chaptcr 19 tells us how his
visitors had shared with him the plans to destroy Sodom and
(GGomorrah because of their wickedness. Abraham repeatedly
questions the angels and they finally reply that if only ten
righteous persons are found, the cities will not be destroyed.
The angels went on, found less than ten righteous, and | ot
and his family had to flee for their lives. T he cities and the
entire plain were destroyed by the burning sulfur. [ ot’s wife
disobeyed the command not to look back and she turned to

salt. T hese mighty acts of (God were evidence that served to

Fu“g Pcrsuaclc A]:)raham that Gocl had power to do what Hc
had Promisccl. The evidence which Abraham needed was in

that cxPcricncc.
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[f we look at Psalm 77, we see that the Psalmist is in
anguish of heart because (God doesn’t seem to be hearing his
prayers. e feels despondent, discouraged and too troubled
to speak, wondering when he would hear from (God. Then in
verses 11-12, he discovers the evidence which sustains him:
«Then [ thought, to this [ will aP/oca[- the years of the right
hand of the [ ord: yes, | will remember your miracles of long
ago. [ will meditate on all Your works and consider all Your
mighty deeds? T he Psalmist goes on to report about God'’s
displays of power when [e opened the Red Sea and rescued
the people of |sracl. He also recounts (God's great power
evidenced in the lightning, earthquakes and downpours of
water. [Je remembers the evidence of (God’s great power in
these circumstances, and remarks, « Your /oat/7 led through the
sea, Your way through the mighty waters, though Your
i[ootpn'rlts were not seen.” | hough they could not see (God,
nor even experience [Tis footprints, [He led them by [is
mighty works. | ikewise, we need to learn from this cxamplc,

that when we don’t seem to see or hear from God, or even see
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His footprints ahead of us, we can take comfort in
remembering [is mighty deeds from the past. |tis an excellent
and necessary discipline for the disciple of Jesus Christ to
keep a journal of some kind concerning his/her daily
experience in the Word and in prayer, and a record of the way
(God has answered prayer and worked out the difficult
situations of life. \WWhen we don’t seem to be getting a current
word from the | ord, we should read back through our journal
and recount how faithful e has been in the past to hear and
reply, though sometimes the answer we needed seemed slow in
coming, Sometimes his word comes to us in a way that we do
not expect.

In Habakkuk 2:1 the prophet says, 4/ will stand at my
watch and station myself on the ramparts; Jwill look to see what
[Te will say to me, and what answer | am to give to this
comp/amt. » And in verse 4 he says, “ [ hough it linger, wait for
it; it will certainly come and will not delay.” |t seems strange that
he doesn't say, “| will isten to hear what he will say to me.”

]nstcacl, he saicl, “l will look to see what he will say to me...”
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thn we don’t seem to be hcaring from God, we must
ask ourselves if we are rca"y |oo‘<ing for His mightg acts, both
Past and Prcscnt. Thcsc may be the evidence that Hc has
indeed sPokcn in the past, and the hoPc that [He is going to
sPcak now. But we must be cncouragccl by Habaki(ui(’s
reminder to wait for the word from (God, even if it seems to be
clclagccl. We can look for the evidence which will remind us
and Pcrsuaclc us that (God is present and active in our lives,
even when we go through a tcmporarg Pcriocl of darkness or
clrought when His presence is not so clearlg seen or heard.

We need oPPortunitg to become Fu”y Pcrsuaclccl in
God’s Promisc that [He is present with us even when we are
not acutcly aware of His presence. This current season of
relative silence from (God may be a training ground for full
Pcrsuasion. We need to kccP a written record of these
seasons, the events within them, our sPirituaI cxPcricnccs within
them, and what we Fina”g discover (God has been cloing on our
behalf cluring the Pcriocl when we thought Hc was silent. Hc

may be in process of clcvc|oPingJ'us’c the evidence we need to
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be Fu”g Pcrsuadcd that He is present even cluring these
Pcriocls when we dor’t hear or see Him so clcarlg. We must be
teachable clisciples, open to what [Je wants us to learn about
Fo”owing Him more closclg even cluring these times. [salms
32:8 in King Jamcs Version says, af wi//guic/c thee with mine
eye.” Fcrhaps the | ord is trying to teach us a new kind of

guiclancc which we have not yet learned. | eadon loving |ord.
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HOFPE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Four

W%W

m E_XFE_CT]NG to hear from
Gocl, and Prcparing to receive the word Hc

has for me? ]saiah 50:4-5 describes the cxPcctancg with which
|saiah waited to hear from (God morning bg morning: ¢ 7—/76
50vcrc(gn [ ord has given me an instructed tongue, to know
the word that sustains the weary. HC wakens me morning [29
morning, wakens my ear to listen like one [)mhg taug/7t. T he
50vcrc(gn [ ord has o,ocncc/ my ears, and [ have not been
rc[;c//ious,- | have not drawn back.” Picture the clags before
soPhisticatcd electronic cquipmcnt such as dictation systems
and computers. The secretary waited with a pen and a tablet

to write down the message or letter from her boss. Do we do
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likewise as we meet with our boss, our | ord Jesus Christ?
When you come before Him in worsl'lip, prayer and stuclg of
His Word, have your pen and tablet rcaclg to receive. [He may
want to share more than you can casilg rcmcmbcr, and Hc
wants you to record accuratc|3 what Hc tells you, so it can be
shared accuratclg to “sustain the weary.”

Have you even been recounting an important
cxPcricncc to someone, only to discover half way through your
story that your Fricncljust wasn’t listcning? [He was distracted,
Iistcning to somcthing else, intcrruPting you to voice his own
oPinion, and oblivious to your desire to finish tc”ing about an
cxPcricncc which you considered imPortant. You soon got
frustrated and quit tc"ing your story, dccicling to save it for
someone who cares about you and who is rca"g listcning.

We have all had such an cxPcricncc, and through it we
should be able to iclcnthcg a time when we have been such a
listener. Un{:ortunatcly, we have often been like this when
(God had somcthing imPortant to say to us. We have been too

l:)usy with somcthing else to take time to rca”g listen for Gocl’s
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voice, or ponder long over [His Word, waiting for a new
revelation. |s it any wonder that [Je would cease to spcak until
we exhibit behavior which shows we are really listening? Do we
need to repent of our disrespectful attitudes towards (God
and His Word, and tum the priorities of our lives around to
give [Tim and [His Word a greater place in our lives? Perhaps
then we will notice a difference in our awareness of [is
presence.

My husband tells a story | love to recount. When he
was a young man in the | ord, he would sometimes meet an old
friend at various church functions or prayer meetings. This
was an eldery man who had walked with (God for many years.
[ very time the old saint would see Dave, he would ask, “\What
is (God saying to you, Dave? Dave would hum and haw and
stumble to try to answer his question. PBut the truth was, Dave
either had not been in the Word of (God that day, or if he had
read from his Bible, he had not been expecting (God to really
speak personally to him. He had been expecting perhaps only

to learn some facts. Time after time the same situation
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presented itself, and time after time Dave would stumble for
some answer ~ when in fact he could not really answer honestly
that (God had spoken to him, or what (God had said. [Finally,
Dave got tired of this experience of humiliation before this
godly elder saint. [e decided that the next time he met with
this saint, he would have and answer to give him. And so he
began to read his Bible regulardy, with a focus on an
expectation that (God would say something to him during that
time and the prayer time accompanying it. Dave has been so
very thankful for this one precious saint, who perhaps did more
than any other teacher in his life to encourage him to meet with
(God daily in His Word and prayer, with an expectation that
(God would actually speak to him.

And because of this we have begun to make it a habit
during our times in the Word and in prayer, to expect that God
will have something specific to say to us cach day. At the
conclusion of each day’s time with [Him, | ask myself, “Now
what did (God say to me today?” T his forces me to focus on

what | read, and make a record in mgjourna| of what | think
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(God is saying each day, with a list of questions about it for
which | am still looking for answers. Pegin to foster within
yourselves and others the expectancy that (God wants to and
will speak to you regularly.

My husband likes to remind me of [ xodus 3:14, where
(God tells Moses that [His name is 4 AM,” and also of several
phrases in John chapters 6 and 8 where Jesus said, /am the
bread of life” and “f am the light of the world? (God doesn’t
say “| was” or | will be? He is </ AM.” He wants us to
remember that e is master of the present moment, ready to

reveal Himscl{: to us in the here and now of our circumstances.
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HOFPE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Five

[Have | continued to TKUST in GGod

and [is faithfulness, even in the season of
darkness when | don’t seem to hear Him sPcaking clcarlg or
feel His presence? Faith is “[76//75 sure of what we /70/06 for
and certain of what we do not see” ([ebrews 11:1). Trustis
a certainty based on your cxPcricncc with God'’s faithfulness
in the past. There is a subtle difference between the two.

| remember years ago to our first mission triP a number
of years ago. We had never cxPcricncccl receiving God's
Provision for airline tickets and other ministry expenses. We
had to exercise our faith that (God would Providc for our needs

as we sought to obcg His word to us in Fulfi"ing the Great
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Commission. And indeed [Je did Proviclc for our needs.
When we made Plans for our next mission triP, we began to
look to (God for our triP expenses, trustlhgthat He would act
on our behalf, Provicling for our tickets and ministry expenses.
Trustisa certainty based on our past cxPcricnccs with God’s
faithfulness.

We can enable ourselves to trust more Fu”g in Gocl bg
reminding ourselves in thanksgiving of His works on our behalf
in the past, as the Psalmist did in Psalm 77.

|saiah 50:10b says, “ et him who walks in the dark, who
has no //g/nf; trust in the name of the [ ord and rc/y on his
God” Ancl then he goes on in verse 11 to warn those who
would want to resort to trusting in themselves, their own
strcngth, wisdom or insight in a Pcriod of darkness. e warns
that “you who Iight fires and Proviclc goursclvcs with ﬁaming
torches ... you will lie down in torment.” Second Peter 1: 34
says, “ [His divine power has given us cvczytﬁlhg we need for life
and goc///'ncss t/7roug/7 our ;énow/cc/gc of /—//m who called us bﬂ

his own g/ory and gooc/ncss. 7—/7roug/7 these [Je has given us
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[His very great and ,orccious /oromlﬁscs, so that t/7roug/7 them
you may ,oartia,’oatc in the divine nature and escape the
corrulotion in the world caused by evil desires.” \Ne must
continue to trust in (God’s power and Prccious Promises in
times like thcsc, walking in the ligl’rt of His Word alrcadg given
to us. We must resist the tcmPtations to do things our own
way in the flesh, (Iighting fires and Provicling ourselves with
Haming torchcs). Wc must encourage ourselves to hang on
tightlg to the words and Promiscs He has alrcaclg given us,
sometimes ncccling to wait for some time before we get more
insight or directions.

When we consider (Genesis chaptcr 16, we are
reminded of Abraham’s Promisc from (God in chaPtcr 15 to
give him a son from his own boclg. But Abraham went on to
Proviclc for himself the answer to his wife’s imccrtility, and took
her handmaid Hagar. The result of this effort has caused
terrible torment, not only to Abraham and Sarah, but also to

mankind to this very clag, as the descendants of |shmael and
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the descendants of |saac continue to war with each other
through the centuries, and will war until Jesus returns.

We need to take heed to |saiah’s words when we find
ourselves in Pcriocls of darkness and relative silence, and “¢rust
in the name of the [ ord and rc{g on his (God” (Jsaiah 50:1 Ob)
Out of this trust sPrings the “hope to hear” again soon a new

and Frcsh word from thc presence of thc Lorcl.
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HOPE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Six

perng

Have | been bringing an OFFERING

of thanksgiving and praise to (God for [is
glorious presence and the wonder of hearing the voice of the
almighty GGod, when | do hear and feel [Him near? [Humanly, we
tend to draw near and share with those people who really seem
to enjoy our fellowship, and likewise [His heart longs to hear
how much we love and appreciate our tender moments
communing with [Him. is Word says we are to “enter [7is
gates with thanksgiving and [Jis courts with praise” (Psalm
100:4). Are you bringing this kind of offering, or merely taking
for granted the presence of (God in your life? When we draw

near to (God’s heart with our Praisc and worship, [He is more
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likely to let us hear His heartbeat, as John did in John 13:25
when he laid his head on the chest of Christ in love and
admiration.

After Job learned about the terrible disasters of losing
family members, servants and possessions, Job said in chapter
1:20-21, “Naked [ came from my mother’s womb, and naked /
will depart. [ he [ ord gave and the [ ord has taken away; may
the name of the [ ord be praised?” Habakkuk 3:17-18 says
“T hough the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on
the vines; though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no
food; though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the
stalls, yet | will rejoice in the [ ord; [ will be joyful in God my
Savior.” |n both of these passages, we see examples of giving
praise to (God within circumstances or severe loss, grief and
lack.

First Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Pe joyfu/ always;
pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God's will for you in Christ _Jesus.” And Psalm 50:14-15, 23

say, “LSacn'i[/cc thank o%rlhgs to Goc/, fulfill your vows to the
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Meost [igh, and call upon me in the day of trouble; [ will deliver
you, and you will honor me.” \lerse 2% says, “/ e who sacrifices
thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that [
may show him the salvation of (God.” Fcrhaps (God is testing
our determination to gjve [Tim thanks in all circumstances. Will
we pass the test, or give in to grumbling and complaining?

When | first became a mother, | read all | could about
parenting, and learned that good behavior should be rewarded
with positive reinforcement, and negative behavior should be
rewarded with negative reinforcement. |n other words, give
praise and good things in response to the good behavior by
the child, and a stern word or negative things (such as
withholding a privilege) should follow bad behavior by the child.

FFor example, if my child asks me nicely for a treat, such
as a sweet, | may reply “yes” or “no,” depending on how soon
the next meal is coming. |f the child begjns to stomp his feet
and cry, or throws himself down on the floor, screaming for the
treat, | will definitely NOT give him a treat at this time. | may,

howcvcr, give him a word of clisciPlinc or a swat on the behind.
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If on the other hand the child rcsPoncls Paticntlg, waiting for
the aPProPriatc time and spcaking rcspcctmcullg, and giving the
aPProPriatc “thank—you” when the snack is given, then | am
eager to give the child the treat he wants. (T his same process
also works in training animals). (God, the Pchcct parent,
resPoncls the same way. Grumbling, comPlaining and absence
of the Praisc and worship due Him (because of who [He is
rather than for what e does), are behaviors which [He will
Probably NOT reward with a sense of His near presence and
a tender word of endearment or instruction. (On the other
hand, our Praisc and worshiP given to (God even in difficult
circumstances, and even when we do not seem to hear a
sPcciFic word from Him for awhilc, set the stage where Gocl is
free, able, and eager to reward us with deliverance from or
through our trials, or a sense of [is near presence and voice.
|saiah 30:18 says, “Yet the | ord longs to be gracious to you;
[He rises to show you comPassion.” | believe this same
Principlc follows often in the Word and ways of God.

Fsalm 50:14-15 gives us instruction in the Fo"owing stcPs:
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1) Sacrifice thank offerings to (God.
(Jt is sometimes a real sacrifice when we don’t feel thankful!)

2) Call on God in prayer.
3) GGod answers and delivers.
4) God is honored, and you gjve [Him more praise and honor.

And verse 23 gives forth the principle that “Praise
precedes deliverance.” This principle is acted out numerous
times in the Pible. [Tor a good example, read 2 Chronicles
chapter 20, where Jehoshaphat and his armies were facing an
army far too powerful for them. (God told them through the
Prophcts to send the praise team out in front of the army, and
when they did so, (God fought the battle for them. Psalm 22:3
in the King James Version says that (od inhabits the praises
of His PcoP|c. So positive behavior from (God'’s PcoPlc
(including thanksgiving and praise, even in times of trial and
loss) produces good things from (God, including deliverance
and an awareness of is divine presence.

Negative  behavior  (including  grumbling  and

comPIaining) reaps negative things from (God. Numbers
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14:29-30 describes (God’s punishment for the grumbling,
complaining and disbelief of his people: “|n this desert your
bodies will fall ~ every one of you twenty years old or more who
was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me.
Not one of you will enter the land | swore with uPlhctccl hand to
make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua
son of Nun.”

Ofterings of thanksgiving, praise, and worship to (God
are always appropriate. As we mature in our walk with (God,
we learn to receive both good and bad from [His hand, learning
more and more to trust that “we know that in all things (God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purposc” (Romans 8:28). | believe [He will
sometimes allow us to experience dark or drought periods in

orclcr to hCIP us |carn thcsc valuablc Icssons.
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HOFE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr Sevcn

W%

Do ] HUNGER for the presence of
Gocl and thirst for the sound of His voice and

His |iving water? [Psalm 42:1 says “As the c/ccrloants for
streams of water, so my soul pants for (God, for the /iving
God?” |n the believer who is used to cxPcricncing the
presence of God, (God will sometimes withdraw a sense of [is
presence and voice for two reasons. | he first is to allow us to
cxPcricncc the sense of longing and hungcr for Him alone.
When we have fasted for many hours we experience a natural
hungcr which we can learn aPPrcciatc, even as we do the
sensation of tasting the awaited meal. T here is also a saying

“absence can make the heart grow fonder.” thn we are
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separate from our loved ones for a season, it can intensifg our
aPPrcciation, love and desire for them. \When my husband and
| are scParatcd for several weeks for short term mission trips,
we bcgin to |ong intcnsclg for our Fe“owship togcther and our
time togcthcr clailg with God in prayer and [His Word. When
we are reunited there is a new appreciation for the opportunity
to share our sPccial Fc”owship with each other and with (God.
| ikewise, there may be a silent or clrought season in our lives,
when (God knows that this type of absence is the best way to
stimulate our growth in Fe"owship with Him, and our
aPPrcciation for the oPPortunitg to Fc"owshiP with Him as His
children.

A second reason why Geod may withdraw our
awareness of [Jis presence (our awareness of [is presence is
a ghct graciously given to us), is to Proviclc an oPPortunitg for
us to see the true clisPosition of our hearts - are we hungrg for
His Prcscncc? ]n Song of Solomon 5:1-2 we read of the
active Pursuing of the beloved. |n these times, are we inclined

to pursue Him ]:)3 every means we know, be it Praisc and
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worshiP, prayer, Fasting, self-examination and confession,
waiting upon God quictlg, scarclﬁing His Word, attcncling
additional church or revival meetings, etc.? [Hebrews 11:6 says
that “/‘7’6 rewards those who camcst/y see /7/177.” ]n a clrought
season like this will we slide into comPIaccncg, rc|9ing on form
or rcligious tradition as a substitute, or will we seek [Him with
all our heart, soul, body and mind? Qur hearts will reveal the
answer, and God wants us to know the answer and to “eturn

again to our first love” (Revelation 2:4).
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HOFE TO HEAR S5SOON

Chapter E_ight

mpathy

Thc E_ of “hear” stands for EMFATHY,
ENJOYMENT, and ENCOURAGEMENT. As

we bcgin to mature in our (Christian lives, we aPPrcciatc more
and more that “no man is anisland,” but that we are part of the
bocly of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:14), knit togcthcr for many
reasons, among them the three [ ’s we will discuss now.
EMFPATHY: 2 Corinthiansi:3 says that (God
“comforts us in all our troub/cs, so that we can comfort those in
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from

God” E_MFATHY involves unclcrstancling, comPassion

and comfort. As we Fe"owship with or have oPPortunity to
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counsel other believers, these matters of )cccling God's
presence and hcaring [is voice are issues oFgravc concern for
those who want to know (God in more than a suPchicial way.
As with all lcaclcrslﬁip training, (God may first take us through
such Periocls in order that we may be able not on]y to
cmPathizc with and comfort those in similar circumstances, but
help them discern what (God might be cloing in their lives, and
how to cooperate with his Plans and Kingclom thinking.

Just knowing that there are other reasons for such a
clrought besides sin was a comfort to me, when a Christian
sister shared the “hungcr” tcaching with me. Sometimes the
enemy of our souls would like to convince us that sin is alwags
the cause of such a season, or some kind of inac]cquacg in us,
hcaPing condemnation on our alrcady cliscouragcd sPirits.
Sometimes satan’s voice is very loud in these times, and we
may be blown off course against the rocks of cliscouragcmcnt
and our faith shiPwrcc‘cccl if we are not sccurcly anchored in

God and His Word (Hebrews 6:19). The enemy’s first

desire is to cause a scParation between ourselves and Gocl,
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and also between ourselves and other believers who can
comfort us. A destructive sequence starts with scParation and
leads to isolation. \WNithin isolation, cliscouragcment and
clcsPair flourish; and then one is casy prey to the clcccPtion of
the enemy. This clcccPtion of the enemy is almost alwags the
same: “| hereis no hoPc Foryou in (3od.”

When we ourselves pass t|~|roug|1 such a season, we can
ask (God for undcrstanding which will hclp us guiclc and
comfort others when thcg come into a similar time. |f we look at
Nchcmiah 4:19-20, we see a valuable strategy used bg the
work force rcbuilcling the walls of Jerusalem. \When one part
of the wall would come under attack, thcy would sound a
trumPct and the others would come around to assist them in
the defense. Thisis a goocl lesson for us to follow. When we
enter a clrought season, we can Prctencl all is fine, not wanting
in our Priclc or fear to admit our need. Or we can humble
ourselves and blow the trumPct for the thP of another.

Hcrcin enters ENJOYMENT Gocl wants us to

learn to tru|3 crjoy and aPPrcciatc what Hc has given to
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others. So when we need a refreshing word from (God we
could “blow the trumpet” by saying to a partner in the faith, “|
haver’t heard anything fresh in the Spirit for a few days.
What is (God saying to you? |n essence, “May | have a drink
of living water from your canteen? Mine is empty right now.”
This allows us to really ENJOY the word which the | ord
has given to someone else, perhaps a new believer or someone
just learning to feed on the Word and hear God’s voice. As
we enjoy and embrace the word that others have spoken into
our lives, it can E NCOURAGTE. them to continue to seek
(God for “the word that sustains the weary” (|saiah 50:4), while
at the same time we are being encouraged ourselves. T his
pattern will cultivate in them expectancy for an opportunity to
share an encouraging or healing word. |n other words, they
become progressively more eager to meet with (God regularly
with a real hope of sharing a word that they may receive from
Him.

The expectancy that they can be used by (God in the

lives of others, may actua“g hclP such believers engage in the
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discipline and self-sacrifice necessary to consistently meet with
(God in a daily prayer and Bible study time. [Have you ever
considered that by asking a brother or sister for a “spiritual
drink” you may actually be ENCOURAGING their
discipleship in Christ, motivating them to fill their canteen

regularlg from the sPring of |iving water found in Christ alone?
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HOFE TO HEAR S5SOON

Chapter Nine

bandarnment

ls there an ABANDONMENT  of

ourselves to Gocl’s choices of how we will

xPcricncc His presence? There are several reasons why
Gocl could let us cxPcricncc a clrought Pcriocl in order to
cause us to abandon ourselves to Him more Fu”g.

The first can be stated: [ o thP us give up our own
notions that we must come into an awareness of [Jis presence
bg certain methods such as through extensive or ecstatic
worshiP times, in quictncss alone, through a revelation from [is
Word, or by other familiar routines. Or we may think that we
must cxPcrience His presence in a certain manner such as a

solemn demeanor, |aughter,jog, tears, trcmbling or shaking.
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Hc may actua”y remove from us the awareness of His
presence in ways we have grown accustomed to, in order for us
to cxpericncc His presence in new and more inclusive ways.

In1987,] cxpcricncccl a revival in my Christian life and
exPcricncc of (God through the Praisc and worsl'liP tapes
which had become PoPu]ar. Mg luke-warm experience was
transformed to a brigl-nt fire as | cxPcricncccl afresh the clclight
of Prolongccl Praisc and worslﬁiP. But | soon began to feel
that this was the onlg way into God’s presence. Of course,
this needed to changc, so e withdrew the oPPortunitg to
sPcncl extended times in Pcrsonal worship for a season. Soon
| bcgan to cxPcricncc Him in new and fresh ways | hadrt
discovered before, and the result was a much clccPcr “lcnowing”
of him, and a more consistent “all clag long” cxPcricncc in a
varictg of manifestations of His presence. Thcn Gocl was
able to restore back to me the times of Private Praisc and
worshiP.

l:or instance, consider a couplc who meet in the church

and their on|3 cxPcricncc togcthcr is througl'm the one or two

73



hour worship service. Thcy decide to get married and gotoan
elder for Prcmarital counscling. He/she might give them wise
counsel to getto know each otherina variety of other settings,
such as |ong walks on the beach, dinners or gathcrings with
each others extended families, stuclging the PBible and Praging
togcthcr apart from the 5unc|ag wors|1iP service. Or thcy
might erjog cliscovcring each other's favorite song, amusement
Park, food, TV show, music or books. T he result would be a
much broader knowing and appreciation of each other as tl'icg
come togcthcr in different ways.

Likcwisc, Gocl wants us to cxPcricncc l"‘lis presence in
an endless variety of situations or methods - the absolute
silence of a 2:00 a.m. wakeful Pcriocl, the g|or3 of a sPcctacular
sunset or mountain view, [Jis touch in a time of loss or grie]C or
His voice of gcnt|e correction through a |oving friend. When
we become wi“ir\g to abandon ourselves to His many and
varied choices of how Hc will manifest His presence, we are
free to cxPcricncc the surPn'sc and c|c|ight of His presence

whcrc we many not havc cxPcctccl it bc{:orc.
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SCcondlg, Geod may remove the manner of expression
of His presence in order to cxPancl, broaden and clccpcn our
exPcricncc of Him. We rcccntly heard a report from a
missionary tcaching a |cac|crship seminar in the FhiIiPPincs. A
number of different denominations were gatl'lcrccl togcthcr,
some of them conservative in their manner of experiencing the
presence of God. Somc were comPlctclg transformed when
cluring an altar time thcy suclclcnly found themselves melting to
the floor bg the ovcrwhclming presence of the Holg Spirit,
and cw’oging the warmth of His presence as if stretched out on
the beach baslcing in the sunshine.

The result was not only the broaclcning of their own
experience of God's presence, but a new sense of
unclcrstancling and unity with their brothers and sisters whom
thcg had Prcvious[tj thought to be a little odd or extreme in
their manner of cxPcricncing God. When we are holding back,
cxPccting onlg certain Prcclictch or controllable manners of
cxPcricncc God’s presence in our lives, e may withdraw

thCSC SO wWe can CXPCI"iCnCC a Panorama OF new ancl rc{:rcshing
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revelations of [Tis presence. “Sorry, no vanilla today. Would
you like to try mountain blackberry with a dash of pistachio?”

Consider the surprise of the disciples as they saw
Jesus walking to them on the water during a storm (Matthew
14:22-31). FPeter was first to embrace the new experience by
walking to the | ord on the water. Yet, later in his walk with
[_ord, he did not cling to or demand this experience when he
jumpccl from the boat and swam to the | ord on the shore in
John21:7.

Thirdly, it is Possiblc that the method or manner of
experiencing (God may become the focus of our affection
rather than (God Himself. When the things of (God begin to
take precedence over the (God of all things, e may remove
the things we are seeking until e Himself is our focus. He is
cternal; the experiences are transient and changing. We must
not cling to the experiences of God, but cling to the (God of
our experiences — allowing our experiences to be varied,
changing, mild or intense, traditional or contemporary. One of

the most clear and signhcicant evidences of the presence of
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Godis uniqucncss ... such as every snowflake, every leaf, every

HOWCI", cvcry grain OF sancl ancl CVCI’B languagc.
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Beautiful Encounter

By Amber Woodrum

3 oay, “QSQ/GMW ((_‘;frwozvm/bm” -
@Iﬁ */VM/«) w@ﬂfa, ﬂ,oxu,«}e made.
“QBWAW 6«vcozm1/|ie/c” .

Sw/tr, “g?)wuw 6&1@0/1444/{%”...
“QBWAW((;WW”...
@t cversy ounsel oy and the majeoty it chows.

g oay, “QBMMW 8@0%#1/{%” e
“QBWAW 6«vcozm1/|ie/c” .
@t the damwn’s new light.

S oay, “QBWAW 61’1/(‘/OAM’V{//€/L” ..
@t wngr wWane on w\?ﬂ/z/ﬂ, bdea.

Ggo/w ooy, “QBWAW ((_‘;’rLOOAAA'I/l//?/L” ce
@Iﬁ wngr 8/&44\:}3/3/@ of me.
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HOFE TO HEARK S5SOON

Chapter Tcn

estrtg

Am l KE_STING in His sovcrcignty?
When we find that we are in a Pcriod of
relative darkness or clrought, we can learn to relax in the
knowlcdge that [He is in control of our cxPcricncc, even though
we are not. | he enemy would like to convince us in these times
that there is no |~|oPc, or that Gocl has abandoned us. Fsalm
130 gives us a goocl model for continuing to |10Pc in (God
througl'l these times. Verse 1 rcacls, “Out of the c/clot/75 /cry
to you, O Lorc{- O Lorc/ hear my voice. Lct your cars be
attentive to my cry for mcrcg.” Wc are not sure what “the

clcpths” are to the Psalmist, but it could be a Pcriod similar to

what we have been cliscussing. ]n verses 3-5a he reminds
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himself of (God’s great mercy and forgjveness, which is good
reason to fear the | ord: “}f you, (O [ ord, kept a record of
sins, (O [ord, who could stand? [But with you there is
forgiveness; therefore you are feared. [wait for the [ ord...”

If we find ourselves in a place of relative drought, it is of
utmost importance that we do likewise. That is, to ask the
Holy Spirit to search our hearts, revealing to us any
unconfessed sin which might be causing (God to turn [is face
from us. |saiah 59:2 says, “But your iniguities have separated
you from your (God: your sins have hidden [Tis face from you,
so that [Je will not hear.” |n Psalm 130:5 the Psalmist then
begins to wait, declaring his hoPc in (God. Verses 5-6 read, ¢/
wait for the [ ord, my soul waits, and in [Jis Word / put my
hope. My soul waits for the | ord more than watchmen wait for
the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.” |n
verses 7-8 he encourages |srael to put their hoPe in the | ord,
reminding them of His unfailing love and forgjveness of sins.

«O) [srael put gour /mIDc in the [ ord, for with the [ ord is
unfailing love. [Je [Timself will redeem [srael from all their sins.”
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[Hebrews 6:13-20 discusses the hopc which Abraham
held on to, trusting that he would receive what he hoPccl forin
due season according to the Promiscs of (God. We are
likewise cncouragccl inverses 19-20: “We have this /loloc as an
anchor for the soul firm and secure. /t enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jcsus, who went before
us, has entered on our behalf [Je has become a /7{g/7 Ioricst
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” \Ne are invited to put
our anchor down at the very throne of Gocl, where Jesus is
constantlg intercccling for us accorcling to Romans 8:34:
“hrist Jcsus, who died —~ more than that, who was raised to
life - is at the ngbt hand of (God and is also /htcrccc//ng forus.”
Wc can rest in the work which Hc has done for us and
continues to do, even in the Pcﬁods of darkness, clrought or
storm.

l have been in a small boat on the Fugct Souncl near
Scattlc, Washington when darkness of night or a storm
aPProachccl. This can be a very Frightcning cxPcﬁcncc, and

sometimes there is nothing one can do cxccPt get as close to
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shore as Possiblc and put down anchor until the night or storm
is Passcd. With the anchor secure, we can rest cluring these
times, knowing that neither the darkness nor storm will last
forever. Verses 5 and 6 of Psalm 130, describe this kind of
waiting cxPcricncc. | amentations %:19-26 is a similar passage,
where the writer reminds himself of (God’s great love and
Forgivcncss, with mercies which are new every morning, Verse
24 says, «f say to mﬂsclg “The [ ord is my /oor'l'ion,- therefore |
will wait for [fim.” T he [ ordis gooc/ to those whose /70/06 /s in
[Fim, to the one who seeks [Fim; it is gooc/ to wait qu/ct/y for
the salvation of the [ ord.”

Paul writes his letter to the Fhilippians from Prison, with
no immediate oPPorI:unitg to visit and encourage his clisciplcs
there. In chaPtcr 2:12-1% he writes, "Tﬁcrcforc, my dear
friends, as you have a/waﬂs obcycd — not on/y in my presence,
but now much more in my absence ~ continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trcmf)//ng for it is (God who works in
you to will and to act accorc//ng tfo /—//5 gooa’ purpose. ? Hc is

encouraging them to continue in what he has taught them, even

83



though he cannot be with them presently, and we find that
Jesus taught similar progressive lessons of faith to his
disciples while [ was with them.

In |Luke 8:22-25, we have the story of Jesus asleep in
the boat when a squall came down on the lake, causing the
disciples to fear for their lives. [He quieted the storm and said
to them, “Where is your faith?” At this point they didn't feel
entirely safe even in [His presence. |n Mark 645-52 He gives
them a lesson to stretch their faith a little farther. Verse 45
says, “_Jesus made [Tis disciples get into the boat’ and go on
ahead, while he went up on a mountainside to pray. A storm
came upon them in the evening, and continued through the
night, but Jesus was watching and praying for them. The
Greek word for “made” (above) means compelled. Jesus had
actually set up this situation for them to experience, in order to
increase their faith when they couldn’t see [im because of
separation, darkness and storm. [e finally came to them in the
fourth watch of the night (between 3-6 a.m.) and calmed the

storm. ]n Matthcw’s version of this story in chaPtcr 14 we have
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the account of Peter's experience of walking on the water, and
verse 32 tells us that the [Holy Spirit used this experience to
give greater revelation of who Jesus was:  “And when they
climbed into the boat, the wind died down. T hen those who
were in the boat worshipped him, saying, ] ruly you are the
Son of GGod.””

A much greater lesson came when Jesus died on the
cross and was buried. We are all familiar with the sorrow and
despair that the disciples experienced during the “grave” time,
as recorded in the gospels. T his separation almost left them
without any hope. But following His resurrection, on the road
to [ mmaus ([uke 24:13-35) Jesus was gracious to gently
explain and instruct them more clearly and completely about
what the scriptures had predicted concerning the things which
he had to suffer. Then they had forty days to walk and talk
with [im again, learning even more about the Kingdom of
God.

Finally, in Acts 1:11 we see the final chaptcr of these

growing cxPcricnccs in faith and trust: “Men of Galilee” t/7cy
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said, ”wﬁﬂ do you stand here /ooking into the sky? T his same
Jcsus, who has been taken from you into /mavcn, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

We, like the clisciPlcs, are a part of this same Pcriocl,
waiting for the return of Jesus, and like them we have been
given the Holg 5Pirit to strcngtl'lcn and encourage us during
this time, rcmincling us and instructing us of all Jesus said and
taught (John 14:26).

We could consider an cight—month-old babg, who
bcgins to scream the moment mommy walks out of the room.
Soon, as he becomes a little more mature, the baby learns that
she is onlg in the next room, and he can Plag quictlg in his crib
or PlaHPcn for a short time, even though he can’t see her for
these minutes. | ater he will learn to go to school, bchy;
comfortable without Mom for the lcngth of a school clag, and
one clay he will move out to go to co"cgc or marry. But he is
still convinced of mothers love and concern for him, even
though there may be Pcriocls of absence for months or years at

a time.
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These cxamplcs sPcak of a natural Progrcssion of faith
and trust through increasing Pcriocls of separation from those
we clcPencl upon. Should it surPrisc us that Jesus might also
allow us seasons when we do not see [im or hear [His voice
clcarlg, in order to increase our faith and trust in [{im? [f we
read the gosPcls and Revelation, we are warned that in the end
times there will be seasons of severe trial and Pcrsccution, and
we may requirc some spccial training to “stand firm” with Him
cluring these times. | et us consider how we can restin His
sovereignty cluring these times of instruction, Putting down our
anchor sccurclg in Jcsus and His Promiscs, trusting that Hc
knows best for us.

]n Matthcw 11:28-3%0, Jcsus has clcar[tj extended an
invitation to us to enter into [Jis rest; not a rest from work, but
a rest within our work: © Comc to me, al you who are weary and
burdened, and | w///g/'vc you rest. ] ake my yokc upon you and
fearn from me, for / am gcnt/c and humble in /7¢ar't; and you will
find rest for your souls. For my 50&3 is easy and my burden is

//g/nf' » The yolcc is an instrument of work, and Jcsus invites us
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to Par‘ticipate and cooperate with the work of the Holg SPirit
in our lives. A Por‘tion of His work may be accomPlishcd in our
lives during relative Pcriocls of darkness, and we must “make
every effort to enter that rest..” (chrews 4:1 1), trusting that
in even this (God is working sovcreignlg for our goocl. He
wants us to continue to do in [Jis absence what [He last
commanded us to do in [is presence, that is to ’;orcac/7 the

gos,oc/ to all nations..” (Matthew 28:20).
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HOFE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr E_lcven

aart

Jt is finished with the word, “soon.”

When | origina”g wrote this small book, | thought
it was finished with the end of the word “hear,” but | discovered
there was more to examine in rcgarcl to the waiting to once
again hear and feel the presence of Gocl. lt is the word “soon.”
When we are cxPcricncing a clrouglﬁt, we pray for rain every
clay, and kccp a close watch on the clouds for a sign that the
climate may be changing. Soitisina sPirituaI clrougl'lt Pcriocl
- wejust want it to end. \We want again that expericnce and
refreshing of hcaring (God’s voice clcarly, and Fccling His very
near presence in the moments of our lives - like a gcntlc

refreshing rain. A PoPular song has a line which says, “_Jesus,
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Jcsus, Jcsus .. ke a fragrancc after the rain.” \Ne want that
cool, clean rcFrcshing which comes in a gcntlc rain after the
clouds of choking dust and grime. We want it sooner ... not
later. | et's examine “soon”, and see if there is yet another
dimension in unclcrstancling these uncomfortable Pcriods of

our lives.
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HOFE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr Twelvc

lavere

Have you ever been in a thunder storm when

the clapping of thunder, the pounding of rain

and the rushing wind are so loud you have to yell at your
companion in order to be heard? We have storms of life like
this, when the current circumstances are so overwhelmingly
torrential that we have trouble hearing the voice of (God.
They are times when we want to scream at (God and shake our
fist, “Why God?” ... “Why did my husband leave me and the
children for another woman?” ... “Why did | get this terrible
disease?” | wonder if Joni F areckson T ada ever asked (God,
“Why did | have to break my neck?” |n your mind you may be

Forming the words of your own qucstion right now as you read
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these others. ] know I have asked one of these qucstions, and
the storm wasn’t overin a clag, or a week oreven a year ... but it
did pass. When we’re caught out in a torrential rain, we could
visualize at least two choices. We could stand outside getting
thoroughlg drenched, chilled and cvcntua”g sick, shaking our

fist at (God, 3e||ing “Whg, whg...why?”

Pain and Promise
By Amber Woodrum

You look to the sKy and wonder,
“How long will it rain?”
You're deaf from the thunder,
And drowning in its pain.
You question each cloud,
And long for blue sKies. ..
Seems you Il never understand
Life’s all-too-soon good-byes.
But, the promise for you is,
The weather will change.
There's hiope in that promise,
As you look toward better days.
So, even though it seems
You ve stood in the cold for too long;
And shivered through too many
Of the winds’ sad songs. ..
‘There is One who has heard
Your whisper of a cry;

He sings over you now
With His healing lullaby.
And though today it may seem
That you struggle to hear. ..

His Songs of Deliverance will one day be clear.

95



We could stand out in the rain 3c||ing at (God, but the
gc“ing doesn’t usua"y bring comfort. Another oPtion is to
take cover in a l'iicling Placc. Corrie Ten Poom describes

such a hiding Placc which she Proviclccl for Pcrsccutccl Jews

cluring World War ”, and which she later found for herself in
the cleft of the Rock, Jcsus Christ in the midst of her

suFFcring in a concentration camp. Both Joni and Corrie have
written about the presence of God which thcg found in storms
far more dcvastating than most of us have to Facc, and there
are scores of other testimonies of those who have weathered
the storms of circumstances and come out on the other side
unclcrstancling at least some of the “whg” of it.

A goocl friend called us last year to tell us his beautiful
farm house had burned to the grouncl. Thanlocuuy his wife and
six children were not in the house when it burned. Since that
time, he has discovered the “why” of it, and has a Powcr{:ul
tcstimong of how God has worked to make some dramatic life
cl’mangcs as a result. But sometimes it takes seasons and even

years to understand these sorts of things. ]saiah 55:9 says,
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“As the heavens are /7[g/76r than the car‘t/'l, s0 are my ways
/7[g/76r than your ways and my tﬁoug/')ts than your t/70ug/7t5.”
| think of a Picturc of a bouncg two year old, who is
used to running into mom and dad’s bed with a tale to tell, or
just wanting a romp and a |~|ug. But there are times when the
bedroom door is shut and the two year old is not welcome in
their bed. Thcg may cxPlain that mom and dad need time
alone, but it will be many years before they cxplain to this child
the details of sexual intimacy between a man and his wife.
Sometimes | think it's like that with the cxPlanations
(God has forus rcgarcling the events of our lives. Sometimes a
full cxPIanation of the “whg” wi”just have to wait for (God’s
selected timing for a greater revelation; after all [ e is the
Father and the sovereign one. We are the children ... growing,
maturing, and Icarning every clag more about (God’s ways, His
Worcl, and His Kingdom economy. Umcortunatclg we don’t
alwags see the “whg” until the storm is long over, and sometimes

€ven never.
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So where is the comfort in the time of storm? \When we
shake our fist as the rain or snow or hail drenches us, yc"ing at
(God, we will seldom be able to hear His voice above our own.
You might want to turn to | Kings chaptcrl 9 and review
lz_lgah’s strugglc to hear (God; and of all things it came after a
great sPiritual victory. We find (God'’s voice was not in the
wind, nor the carthquakc, nor the fire ... butin a gcntlc WI’IiSPCl‘.
And after he finished shaking his fist at (God with his limited
unclcrstancling, saying, “| am the only one left,” God gcntlg
gave him more useful work to do for |im, cxPIaining in the end,
“l reserve seven thousand in ]sracl — all whose knees have not
bowed down to Baal ..» (God’s view and PcrsPcctivc was much

|argcr than his. Hc could only see himself as one, and Gocl

had thousands in [His field of vision. |n Joni and Corrie’s
cases, Gocl had millions in His field of vision.
Where can we go to find that cleft in the rock, to

weather the storm in the samcctg and sccuritg which onlg Hc can
Proviclc? The answer lies in (God’s faithfulness to [His Word

and to His holy character. Lamcntations %:22 says, “Bccausc
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of the Lorc/’s great Jove we are not consumcaf for /7’125
comloassions never fail. T/?Cﬂ are new every morning; great is
Your faithfulness. | say to mﬂsclg “The [ ord is my Ioortion,-
therefore | will wait for [Fim.” ” |saiah 55:11 reminds us of the

“. SO Is

faithfulness of (God’s Word to achieve its purposes:
my word that goes out from my mouth: /i' will not return to me
empty, but will accom,o/lﬁsﬁ what | desire and achieve the
purpose forwhich [ sent it.” T he cleft in the Rock is a Placc of
trust in [Jis faithfulness in the past (Psalm 77:10-12), and of
trust in His Worcl to accomPIish somcthing in our lives as we
continue to run to it in the time of storm. [His Word can do a
work within the sPin't of a person without the person having a
conscious awareness of its effect.

For cxamplc, when | took my last T etanus ir_ujcction, |
didrt expect to feel or see anything haPPcning in my bodg as
my immunity level to T etanus was raised, but when | got to the
mission field where there are no modern hosPitals or immune

serums, l knew l could count on it to have done its work. Can

we similarlg trust in (God’s Word, Faithmcuug inPut into our
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sPirits, to have an effect clccp within our sPiritual man, even if
our conscious minds and emotions cannot Pcrccivc it? Jf we
can grasp this truth, we will run to feed on (God’s \Word every
chance we get within the storms of life, trusting it to have an
effect on the inner man which will one clag be manifest in the
outer man, in (God’s sovereign timing and purposes.

There is an old hgmn which says, “/ ead me to the Kock
that is /7[g/76r than [” Mag God in His compassion and grace
give us power to run quickly for the covering within the Rock,
not wasting any Prccious time outside in the storm shalcing our
fists at Him, trging to understand all of His sometimes
mysterious wor‘cing in our lives through this storm.

T here have been times when | have been so confused
and cliscouragccl bg the circumstances | was in, that | found it
almost imPossiHc to pray. And cluring these times my soul or
the enemy of my soul would like to suggest that there was also
no hoPc or comfort to be found in rcading God’s Word. But
if | will allow my sPirit to sPcak tomy soul saying, “ W/y are you

downcast, (O my soul? W/y so disturbed within me? Fut your
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hope in (God, for | will yet praise him, my Savior and my (God”
(Psalm 42:5), then | will obey what | already know is the desire
of my spirit man ~ to run to (God rather than away from [Him,
even if | think or feel that [He has disappointed me, betrayed
me, wounded me or otherwise let me down. (Consider |saiah
534, “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our
sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by (God, smitten by
[Tim and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought
us peace was upon him »  Jesus was betrayed, wounded and
let down, and yet these very blows and sufferings bought us
our eternal salvation and healing in this life. [ ven when we feel
this way, Jesus could say to us, “Surely [ have carried your
sorrows”, (|saiah 534). |f (God’s grace was sufficient to
sustain Jesus through [is sufferings, then [is grace and the
Spirit of Christ in me can also sustain me through my trials.
When | became engaged to my husband, | began to
share with him my daily journal from my time with God in |His

WOI"CI ancl Pragcr. thn we were scParatccl 133 a numbcr O{:
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miles, | would mail these to him regulary. [He would comment to
me later that he could always tell when | was facing a tough time
because | would always run into the Psalms. Once could make
an interesting Pible study to read the Fsalms anew and
consider the number of different situations in which David
found himself running to (God crying for help ~ everything from
being chased by soldiers trying to kill him, to pondering why
the bad guys seemed to have it all when he was in lack, to
remorse over his own terrible iniquity. Many of the trials of life
have already been prayed through by David, and when we feel
we can’t even pray, we can let the Holy SPirit within us pray
through David’s and the other Psalmists’ prayers forus. Try
it the next time you’re in a storm.

As | have written this section on storms, the SPirit of
(God and the notes in the margins of my worn PBible have
brought to mind dozens of verses that [Te has used to speak
to me when the storm was so loud | didn’t think | could even
hear Him speaking. | have prayerfully considered sharing more

of these with you here. But | believe | am to leave them
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unmentioned, a”owing you the Ihcc—changing cxpcricncc of
cliscovcring them for 3oursc|1c. God has Promisccl in |saiah
45.3% «f wi//gfvc you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in
secret ID/accs, so that you may know that / am the [_ord, the
Goc/ of, /srac[ who summons you [)ﬂ name.”

In |oo|<ing in the margins of two well-worn Bibles over
Past 15 years, ] see that some of my greatest treasures from
Gocl’s Worcl were found amidst the darkness of the darkest
storms.

Mg prayer is that we can bcgin to trust that even in this
dark storm there is hidden a rich treasure, and one which [He
may give us oPPor‘I:unity to share with others at some later
date. |n retrospect we can see that sometimes when we didn’t
think (God was present and sPcalcing, He was actuallg vita”y
alive and at work within us, sPca‘cing truths to our sPirit almost
too ProFouncl for words. I have heard wise men say that “hind-
sight is 20/20.” And | think we will do well to remind ourselves
in the midst of a storm, that there will be a future date when the

events of this season will come into clearer focus, and make
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more sense than tlﬁcg do now. | ord, hclp us trust Your infinite
ove and goocl purposes in our lives.

But while on the subjcc’c of storms, let’s take a look at
one other aspect of storms which bears consiclcring. In the
| uke 8:19-25 story, Jcsus told His disciplcs that thcg were
going on over to the other side of the lake. A storm blew up,
and the clisciplcs feared for their lives. |n E_Pl'lcsians 2:2,
Satan is described as the “rufer of the Lingc/om of the air?
When Jcsus “rebuked the winds® in the Matthew 823-34
story about the storm, [e actua"y took dominion over the
powers of Satan that were trying to prevent their crossing.

Whg was Oatan concerned about their crossing?
Because he knew that on the other side there awaited a
demonic man filled with a lcgion of demons, and he also knew
Jesus had authoritg over them. \When this man was delivered
from his demons, he sPrcacl the Word of Christ to the
DccaPolis, a region of 10 cities. l believe it was this very
Powcr{:ul sPrcacl of the message of his deliverance l:)y Jcsus

Christ which the enemy tried to prevent with a nasty storm on
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the “way over to the other side”. \When we getin the middle of
an untimclg quarrcl or uPsct, we need to examine where we are
headed and be on ourguard.

Now, csPcciaug for those of you in ministry or mission
Positions, take heed! The enemy will often try to stir up a
storm when you are on your way to the other side of somcthing
to bring the deliverance of Jcsus Christ and [His Name. |
could tell you story after story of how the enemy has done this
when we are on our way to minister to a prayer group, a church
meeting, or PrcParing to leave for a mission triP on the other
side of the world for a sizable duration of time and a Potcntial
for signi{:icant imPact.

But itjust s0 haPPcns that this Parl:icu|ar truth is very
real to me in the moment of writing this clwaPtcr. Mg husband
left for the mission field ncarly two weeks ago, and | am due to
leave in five clags tojoin him there for an extended Pcriocl of
mission Projccts. Within the past month we have cxPcricnccd a
short in our downstairs electric circuits rcquiring us to obtain

the services of an electrician to rcPair it. | he clutch went out
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on our car two weeks ago as we were participating in an
extended fast for hungcr and famine relief with our 3outh
group. At the same time we had an unusual sound in our
furnace, and were informed bg the furnace rcPairman that it
had become Faultg and would to be rcPlacccl (a several
thousand dollar Projcct). Tl'lc heater went out on our car, and
we haven’t had time or chosen to use resources to rcPair it,
even though it went out in winter. Just 5csterc|ay | left for work
an hour carlg to find a service shoP to repair or Purchasc a new
tire for the car, for a minor mishaP with a curb two clag before
had ruined a tire. | Fina"y was successful, and made it to the
mission office in time for our wccklg prayer time. | hen on my
way to my Par‘t-timcjob at our local hosPitaI, another tire also
went flat for no aPParcnt reason. l rescheduled aPPointmcnts
for my work, and spent another ninety minutes getting that tire
rcPairccl also. So several hours of a clay with an alrcaclg
l:)ulging “to do” list had been eaten up.

| rushed home to grab a few things before running to the

church to fill in for my husband in his Position with our youth
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group’s evening meeting. | reached under the kitchen sink to
grab a paper bag, and accidentally tipped over a small fire
extinguisher. T he top popped off when it hit the kitchen floor,
and the white powder was soon spewing vigorously around the
room. T his really challenged my resolve to learn to praise (God
and give [Tim thanks in all circumstances, as | had to stop long
enough to open doors and sweep up at least the worst of the
white powder storm. To make matters worse, there are
documents | need to finish writing quickly in preparation for the
trip, and the printer with my used computer at home as well as
the one at the mission office have both decided not to work for
several days. (T hankfully they are now restored). And that is
not the end of the list of stormy events which have made it even
harder to complete the necessary tasks for the busiest time of
my year. You may have similar stories of storms like these in
your life.

Having cxPcricncccl this type of storm quite a number

of times now, there at least two things we are lcarning:
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First, when we are “going to the other side” to do work
for the Kingclom of Jcsus Christ, there will be winds and
storms blown up in order to try to hinder, clelag, or even stop
the work. We must expect this tactic of our enemy, and be
Preparccl for it. Wc must set our faces to PUSI’| through to the
other side, even if it means some issues will be Postponcd ill
later. Thc burned out Furnacc, the car without a clutch, the
broken car heater will all be waiting for us when we return from
the “other side.” T hen (God will either Proviclc the resources
for rcPair, the grace to wait for resources, or the grace to give
these things up.

| heard a report carlier this week from a team Icaclcrjust
returning from a mission effort in Vietnam. As he shared some
of the su#crings of the “Pcrsccutccl Church,” | realized these
little squa”s needed to come into PcrsPcctivc in my thinking.
Sometimes we onlg think we are Paginga Pricc to Parl:iciPatc in
the sPrcacl of the gosPcl, when the real Pricc is bcing Paicl by

those imPrisonccl and martgrccl for Jesus’' sake and for His

Kingclom.
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Scconcng, | believe (God is trying to teach us all
something Powchul when we cxpcricncc storms like this. \We
need to rccognizc the tactics of the enemy and learn to take
authoritg over them in the Name and blood of Jesus Christ of
Nazarcth. Wc need to dress ourselves in the full armor of Gocl
(Ephesians 6:10-1 7), so that we can learn to stand steadfast
when the Ficrg darts come at us from every direction. T he
Holg 5Pirit Promiscs to lead us into truth, and as we ask [Him
for insight and sPirituaI discernment at these times, e will
bcgin to teach us through them. Or Hc may use other
persons or resources at our clisPosaI to teach us some
offensive and defensive strategies to counter this type of
stormy season. But remember, the Holg SPirit will alwags be
the best teacher, never contraclicting the clear tcaching of the
Word of (God.

When we find ourselves in the midst of some apparent
oPPosition such as this as we prepare to minister to (God’s
Pcoplc in some caPacitg, there are some who will say, “You are

having a lot of clhqiculty getting going at this; PcrhaPs it’s not
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the | ord’s Will at all. Magbc you’re acting in the ﬂcsh, trying
to force open a door which Hc hasn't oPcnccl.” You may well
have heard some words very similar to these. | hese are times
when we must remember back to [His original order to us “to
go,” which hoPcFu“g was confirmed to us at that time with a
tcstimong of two or three witnesses. Jcsus brought forward
an Qld T estament pattern in His tcaching recorded in
Mat’chew 18:16, which says, “. that every matter may be
established [75 the testimony of two or three witnesses? |f our
current Plans have been confirmed in such a way, we must hang
onto this in faith bclicving, unclcrstancling that one comcirming
sign that we are in the center of (God’s Will is that there will be
some kind of oPPosition from the enemy, csPcciaug if our
Potcntial ministry action is a threat to his kingclom. If there is
no oPPosition at all, then we must seek (God and be sure that
we have heard [His Word corrcct|3. One mature Christian
sister with whom | shared the recent story of my flat tires and
the fire cxtinguishcr cPisoclc, shcjust laughccl and said, “Well,

you must be right where Gocl wants you then.”
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There are times when even a well-meaning brother or
sister in Christ may give us what they feel is a “word” from the
[ ord that we are not to go forward to do this ministry, or that
we should not go at this time. [f this happens to you, go back
and remember His original word to you and the testimony of
two or more witnesses which helped to propel you in this
direction. Then hang onto it, remembering that most of the
opposition Jesus faced was from religious leaders of [is time,
and some of ours will be also.

[f we read the biographical accounts of some of the
world’s greatest missionaries, we will see that they faced all
kinds of trials and difficulties as they prepared to go as He
had directed them. [For a reminder of this, Pick up the story of
Hudson T agylors life, “5szua/ Secrets? [is methods of
taking inland China for Christ were straight out of (God’s
heart, but they were often confronted by even the mission
board who had originally sent him to the mission field in China.

In the past | have asked the | ord why [He allows these

difficult and trying things to touch our lives. After all, «| am
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going out on [is behalf into [is harvest field. | felt this is the
answer (God gave me on more than one occasion: [Je said [e
allows these things in order to remind me that | am going into a
battle zone, reminding me that we take [His Kingdom from the
enemy by force. Matthew 11:12 says, “.. the Kingdom of
[Teaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful men lay
hold of it.” The enemy has come to “steal, kill and destroy’
(John 10:10), and he will not sleep while we attempt or even
prepare to seize a part of his kingdom away from him. We
should consider |saiah 61:1 or Jesus’ quotation of it in | uke
4:18-19 regarding |is understanding of |is mission and the
quick rejection and opposition to it by the religious leaders:
« T he Spinit of the [ ord is on me, because [Je has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor; [le has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to release the oIDIDrcsscc/, to /oroc:/a/'m the year of the
| ord’s favor? At this declaration the PcoPlc in the synagogue
became furious, and they even tried to throw him down a cliff

(vcrsc 2.9).
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| felt Holy Spirit told me that [He allows some flack to
come to us from the enemy in order to help us stay alert and
praying, always depending on [Him for both our offense and
our defense. | Peter 5:7-11 reminds us to “Cast all your
anxiety on him because [Je cares for you. Be self~controlled
and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in
the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the
world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the
God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you
and make you strong, firm and steadfast. [o [Jim be the
power for ever and ever. Amen.” [f we had no signs that we
were approaching “enemy territory,” we would not get
prepared to stand alert and ready for action.

| am reminded that soldiers who go to the front lines for
combat are trained in advance with months and sometimes
years of simulated combat experience, so they are ready to

craw on their bellies to clodgc bullets and to test a field for land
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mines. Jf (God allowed me to cxPcricncc no oPPosition from
the enemy, | would be ignorant, naive, and unable to stand in
the face of far more severe trials and oPPosition in the midst of
the mission field. He is our Jcl'loval'l Nissi, the caPtain under
whom we train and draw our resources. [is grace will hclp us
learn to rcsPoncl quicklg to [is commands, both in the training
times and in the actual fierce battles.

Storms of life are common to all of us. They can cause
us to stumble in our walk with (God if we are not Prcparccl for
them and rcaclg to take cover under His wings. Fsalm 17:8~9
rcacls, “chp me as the a/o/o/c of your eye; hide me in the
shadow of your wings from the wicked who assail me, from my
mortal enemies who surround me? | his is why | have taken so

Iong to discuss this section on storms, but | will soon go on to

the O of SOON.
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THE SECRET IN THE STORM

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, Who comforts us in all
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort

we ourselves have received from God.” (2 Corinthians 1:2-4)

Oh Lord, it’s when I'm overwhelmed
With the trials of this life,
Your comfort seems to overflow
To help me through the strife.

For truly You are that Solid Rock

That doesn’t seem to move, (Psalm 40:2)
As the storms of life overwhelm me,

With waves of pain that shove.

But even in darkest shadows

I know that You are there.
Your promises remind me

Of Your constant love and care.

But sometimes You seem distant

From my place of doubt and pain.
I need reminders of Your love

Reaching out to me again.

It’s then You touch me through a friend...

When my sorrows flood like rain.
When sleepless hours taunt me

Saying, “You’ll never feel good again.”
Oh, its then Your Spirit comforts me

First this way, and then another,
Embracing me like strong warm hugs

Like a gentle loving mother.
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Lord, why You once put “skin on”
Is a mystery to me.
How You left Your throne of glory
With all its majesty.  (Philippians 2:6-7)

You walked the earth like we do

Through the sorrows and the pains.
You suffered, bled and died to carry

Each of these for our gain. (lsaiah 53:4-5)

But by the Father’s touch You rose
From the darkest painful pit,

To take Your place upon Your throne
For eternity to sit. (Ephesians 1:19-23)

And from there You send Your Spirit
To those who heed Your Word
And follow in the footsteps
Of their Savior and their Lord. (Acts 2:33)

Now You come again with “skin on” (Phil. 2:7)
To our world of trials and pains.

And through those who bear Your Spirit
You reach out to us again. (Phil. 2:1-2)

You reach out in ways that we can feel
In our silent lonely place,
With touches that are tangible
We can receive Your grace. (2 Cor. 1:3-7)

Through one you’ll bring a silent smile
That says, “I understand.”
Through another there’s a gentle touch

From a silent outstretched hand.

Then finally my eyes awake
To see the waves grow still.
And the beacon of the lighthouse
So strong on nearby hill.
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You bid me come and climb with You
To that place of higher ground.

You point out this one...and then that one,
As we strain to look around.

You say, “You see them don’t you?”
As they founder in the sea.

“The storm is overwhelming them;
They need a touch from Me.”

“Will you take this line I've given you
And throw it out to them?

While their waves of loneliness and pain
Don’t seem to have an end?

“I can not leave My watch here...
But will you go for me?

And give to them what I gave you
As you tossed upon the sea?”

“You are My hands...you are My feet
Now go, prepared to share. (Isa. 50:4-5)
Can’t you see they’re waiting desperately
To feel My tender care?”

Then I say, “But what could I do
To ease their bed of pain?

How could I ever bring the Light
To comfort them again?”

You say, “But it’s so simple!”

Your soft eyes pierce me through.
“You only have to give to them

What I have given you.” (Jn. 14:27)

With that same love and comfort
You can reach out to them,
As the waves are crashing violently
They can know Hope again. (Rom. 15:13)
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...So now, don’t tarry longer
In this safe and peaceful place.
Run now and go to comfort them
With My love and with My grace.(Jn. 1-9)

With your voice you can whisper
My enduring love and care.

When your hands reach out to them
They’ll know that I am there.

With the comfort that I gave to you
Now go to those you see. (2 Cor. 1:4)
And you’ll find the sweetness of my love
Is poured out sufficiently.

For My love is never ending,
Unyielding as the grave.
My love is even stronger
Than any crashing wave. (SOS 8:6-7)

It burns like blazing fire,
And like a mighty flame.
No water can e’er quench it
Unchanging as my Name. (SOS 8:6-7)

No worldly wealth can buy it

A pearl of endless worth. (Matt. 13:45-46)
So freely give My love away,

And find it still is yours to stay.

Janice. Woodrum
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HOPE TO HEAR SOON

Chaptcr T hirteen

The first O of the word “soon” is for
OB5T|NATE l can almost see the hair

bristle on your neck as you read the word. “Not me,” you say...
“l am sccking the presence and the word of the Lorcl.” l went
to \Websters clictionary for some insight into the word
obstinate, and a definition is “stronglg adhering to an opinion,
purpose, or course in sPitc of reason, arguments or Pcrsuasion
(a perverse or unreasonable Pcrsistcncc).” A synonym is
“stubborn”, which imPIics sturdiness in resisting attempts to
changc or abandon a course or oPinion. Another is “Mulish?,
which imPlics a thoroughly unreasonable obstinacy, and yet

another is “Doggccl” which suggests a tenacious, Frcqucntlg
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sullen Pcrsistcncc. T hese word images don’t Paint a very
pretty Picturc, and most of us will immccliatclg think that this
could never be a reason for a clrought or dark Pcriocl in our
lives.

But let us each examine ourselves again. What does
this have to do with me? [Jas there ever been a time when |
listened for Gocl to tell me what l wanted to hear? And Hc
didnt. So | asked again and listened and even fasted and
listened some more, and [ e still didr’t tell me what | wanted to
hear. So | concluded that Uust wasn’t hcaring from (God, and
sank into a clcPrcssccl Pcriocl because of it.

This reminds me of a young child who asks for
somcthing from his mother such as an ice cream bar_just before
dinnertime. Shc says, “No, we must wait until after dinner.”
But he Pcrsists and ‘cccps aslcing again and again, onlg to get
the same answer. lt is easy for us to see that a good Parcnt will
hold to what he/she has said, and will not bn'ng out an ice
cream until after the meal. We would think that a weak or poor

Parcnt might get tired of the whining and go ahead and givc the
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child anice cream bar to kecP him quict. Hebrews 12 says that
(God our Father clisciplincs the sons [ e loves. [Heis not |il<cly
to sPoil us by giving us what we are clcmancling in our obstinate,
ungiclcling Point of view. [f He does give in, we will onlg throw a
biggcr tantrum next time to get our own way. Galatians 6:7
says, “ Do not be c/cccfvcaf- Goc/ cannot be mocked ..” Gocl
won't Plag this kind of game with us; He may simplg ignore us
until we get over our tantrum. T hus we enter into a Pcriocl of
clrought, not cxpericncing a fresh word or sense of [is
presence for awhile.

l see two issues at Plag here if we are to overcome this
childish pattern. The first is an absolute conviction upon the
sovcrcignty of Gocl. Hc maintains all rigl'\ts to do what Hc
wants to do the way Hc wants to do it and when Hc wants to
doit. © You are the IDottcrj; / am the c/ay. Mo/c/ me and make
me; this is wﬁat/loraﬂ.” [t may be easy to sing, but much harder
to live out in our lives when our own Prcfcrcnccs and desires
are at stake. | am a firm believer that sometimes “we have not

because we ask not”. But when Hc says “No” or “Wa/t”, or
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no clear answer at all for a season, can we abandon ourselves
to His sovereignty in His choice of when He will answer, [is
choice of if or when e will cxplain what [He has been cloing,
or what [is answer will be? |f we are unable or unwi”ing to do
this, the result will sometimes be that we become angry with
(God. David Flenderson wrote in an article about humilitg that
stated, “Angcr can mean | am not trusting God’s sovereign
Plan and timing, and am trying to take control from Him.» We
need to ask ourselves truthFu”g, “ls our Problcm that God isn’t
sPca‘cing to us, or is it that e isn’t saying what we want to
hear?” We need to let the Holg Spirit search our hearts for
an obstinate or stubborn root, which is nothing more than the
old self wanting its own way. Hc can cxchangc our heart of
stone for a heart of flesh ... a heart that is 3ic|clccl to what (God
has chosen forus. «/ w///gfvc them an undivided heart and puta
new spl'n't in them; | will remove from them their heart of stone
and give them a heart of flesh” ([ zekiel 11:19).

The second issue at Plag here is servanthood.

Sometimes we make excuses for not serving as ministers to
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othcrs bccausc we havc not hacl thc

which we thought we needed to do thcjob. You can insert
whatever fits into the blank space. [t might be talent, fluent
sPccch, oPPortunitg for education, goocl health, finances,
gif:tings, cxPcricncc, )cami|3 support, intc"igcncc, and the list
could goon and on.

Sometimes we don’t think we are hcaring from (God,
because we are expecting some loftier instructions or
assignment or lot in life than we are getting. Or else we aren’t
able to trust Him to empower us if the task we are hcaring Him
assign seems bcgoncl our own reach. We may pass this l'icaring
off as_just our own imagination. But if we are wi"ing to let the
Holy SPirit align our minds to that of Christ Jcsus, who
“made himself not/7/ng ta;é/ng the very nature of a servant’
(FhiliPPians 2.:7), then He will give us a contentment in
whatever avenue of service Hc might direct us to at any
Particular stage of ourlife.

l sPolcc rcccnt|3 with a Prccious sister who J’ust

returned form a mission cxPcricncc in |ndia. She has a voice
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like a lark, and is gifted with strong abilities in preaching and
teaching. But on this trip (God used her primarily in the area
of prayer and prophecy into individual lives of people who were
waiting and hungry for a touch from (God. She had few
opportunities to serve as she expected to serve. | asked her if
this had been painful for her, requiring a death to what the self
wanted. Put she responded that God’s grace had abounded
in contentment, being used according to [is wishes, and
allowing (God to round out her ministry by instruction and
experience in areas where she had been weak before.

Richard Foster gives a slightly different definition to
the role of choosing to serve or choosing to be a servant, in his
work (Celebration of D,:sa,'o/mc. He says, “choosing to serve
allows me to stay comfortably in charge. | decide when, where,
and whom | will serve. This kind of service can actually
Produce Priclc rather than humility, as the focus remains on
what is good for me. On the other hand, when | choose to be a

servant, l have Placccl myscllc ‘on call to the needs of others”

(Haughtg or [Jumble ]:)3 Howard Bakcr, Disciplcship
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Joumal Mag—June, 1998). Far‘t of bcing able to hear the
voice of (God is a heart that is wf//fngto hear what [e has to
say.

Will | 3ic|cl to [is choicc, or in an ever so subtle
obstinate attitude want to maintain the control over whom |
serve and when? T hese are difficult qucstions to ask
ourselves, and the living out of this kind of abandonment is
even more difficult. But | think Paul had found some of it when
he wrote, ”/ have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances.” Sovcrcign | ord hCIP us bcgin to want to be

abanclonccl to a" gOUI" CI"lOiCCS FOI" us. Amcn.
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HOPE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Fourtcen

wercarnfidence

The word OVERCONFIDENCE

reminds me of clcaling with an adolescent child.
Hc needs to learn to do some things for himself that he had
Prcviouslg not done before, because his mom or dad had done
them all his life. So when he thinks he can do it himself, mom
and dad suclclcnly aren’t ncarly as smart as he thought thcy
were all his thirteen years. Sometimes we as Parcntsjust need
to take hands Oﬁ:, |etting our adolescents try for themselves
and often cxPcricncc that thcg weren’t quitc as smart or aclcPt
as thcg thought thcg were. Thcn when thcg are a little olclcr,
thcg may actua“g come and ask us to share with them some of
the wisdom we have gainccl through the years of cxPcricncc or

stuclg.
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Jesus said that if we are to enter the Kingdom of (God,
we must become like little children. Herein lies a paradox. He
wants us to mature in our (Christian faith “.. unti/ we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of (God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ” (E phesians 4:13), but [He always wants us to
maintain a childlike dependence upon [Him. As a matter of
fact, the more we learn to depend on [im and the less we rely
on ourselves, the more we will find ourselves walking in the
Spirit rather than the flesh. (Good old Froverbs 3:6-7 says,
“in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make gour paths
straight. [Jo not be wise in your own eyes; fear the [ ord and
shun evil” [Hosea 6:3 says, “/ et us acknowledge the [ ord: let
us press on to acknowledge [7im.” T his is really the cry of my
heart ~ that | would be able to turn to [Him in every thought,
word and deed which | undertake throughout every day, and
acknowledge His choice, [His wisdom, His judgment, and |His
understanding rather than my own. | believe herein lies much of

(3

the secret of the command to * pray without ccas/ng” and a
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practical application of walking in the Spirit. [ow could a
loving Daddy keep quiet when [is sweet daughter keeps
saying, “What do you think about this Daddy? Will you help
me do this; Pm not big enough? O, “Flease tell me how to tie
my shoe.” Jesus, our ultimate role model said, in John 12:49,
« For | did not s,ocak of my own accord, but the [ather who
sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. [ know
that [Jis command leads to eternal lfe. So whatever [ say is

Just what the [ather has told me to say” T his kind of
confidence in (God, rather than in myself is a Prcdominant goal
of my life.

Another reminder of this same Principlc is found in
Philippians 4:12b-13, 4/ have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. [ can do everything through
[Fim who gives me strength? is contentment, not mine; [is
strength, not mine. And in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 he says,
“But [le said to me, My grace is sufticient for you, for my

power js made Iocn[cct in weakness. [ herefore [ will boast all
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the more g/aa/{g about my wcaansscs, so that C/'mﬁst’s power
may rest on me ... For when / am wca,é, then / am strong.’” But
he rca“g sums it up in 2 Corinthians 3:4-6, “Such confidence
as this is ours t/7roug/7 C/mﬁst before (God. Not that we are
competent in ourselves to claim anyt/w’ng for ourselves, but our
comloctcncc comes from Gocf /_7’6 has made us comloctcnt as
ministers of a new covenant —~ not of the letter but of the
5,0//72‘; for the letter kills, but the 5,0//7'# gives life.”

l think every one of us could hear more from Gocl than
we do if we would throw aside more of our “| can do it mgsc":”
attitude, and take on the attitude of (Christ who said,
“whatever | say is just what the [ather has told me to say.”
Wow, that's Prcttg much constant hcaring, and His SPirit
works in us to make it more of a rcalitg in our lives every clag as

we giclcl ourselves to Him.
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HOFE TO HEAR SOON

Chapter Fifteen

ced

Thc end of the word “soon,” and the

end of this book is the N which stands for

NEED Do we alwags seek the presence of Gocl to meet
our own need, or do we come into [is presence in order to
Plcasc Him? T his qucstion is a real eye opener for me, forif |
am honest with mysclf, even my worsl'liP of Him is often
motivated by the desire to cxPcricncc an awareness of [is
presence and bask in its warmth. Or | may worship to see [Him
in His great majcstg, power and sovereignty so that | may have
more faith to believe that [He can rca"y handle this situation
which is bcgonc‘ my own strcngtl'\, wisdom or endurance. And

too often the onlg reason l seek His presence is because |
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need something from [im. We just examined in the last <O~
that this kind of dependence is within [is will for us, but when
it's all we come to [im for, we fall immeasurably short of the
sweet fellowship which | believe (God wants us to experience
with Him.  Wouldrt the Daddy in my above cxamplc be
disappointed if his daughter came to him only wanting [His
help?  Wouldn't there be times when the pleasure of the
Daddy would be to just hold her on His lap? Oh my, we just
mentioned a brand new idea - [is pleasure, not mine.

How often do we desire to hear from (God or
experience a sense of [Tis presence because we sense a need
for it in our own life, and how often do we want to come into
His presence just to bring pleasure to [Tis heart? Perhaps
you are familiar with the writing of Jeanne Guyon, who several
hundred years ago wrote some of the most profound thoughts
about experiencing (God inourlives. | want to quote a passage
from her book, “ xperiencing the Depths of _Jesus (hrist.”

« [ would like to talk with you / just a moment about the

motive of your heart in your sccb’rlg the [ ord. After all, w/y
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do you come to the Lorc/? Do you come to fflm for the
sweetness? [Jo you come to [Him because it is crjoya[;/c to be
in the Lorc/’s Prcscncc? Lct me recommend a /7[g/76r way.

,45 you come to the Lorc/ to pPray, bnhg a full heart of
pure Jove, a love that is not sccking anyt/-:/qg jtself Bn'ng a
heart that is scc,éing not/7ing from the [ ord, but desires on/y to
ID/casc [Him and do [His willl

Lct me illustrate. Consic/cr the servant. 7—/76 servant
takes gooa/ care of [Jis master; but if he does it on/y to receive
some rcwarc/, he is not wort/y of. any consideration whatsoever.
50, dear C/m’stfan, as you come to your Lorc/ to Pray, do not
come for slofn'tua/ crjoymcnt Do not even come to cxpcn?:ncc
your [ ord.

T hen what? (. omcjust to Io/casc [Him.

Oncc you are t/7¢rc, /'[/_/c chooses to pour out some
great b/csslhg receive it. But i¥ instead, i)(your mind wanders,
receive that. Or /fﬂou have a ditficult time in prager, receive
that. Joyfu@ accept whatever [Je desires to give. DPeliever

that wﬁatcvcrﬁa/o/ocns is what /"/c wants to give you!

136



[ et me repeat that, for it is very l}nportant./ Jt is
cspccﬂa//y important to gou for any future growt/; in
cxpcnbnc:hg Christ. Believe by faith that whatever ﬁalolocns
is [His desire for you at that time.

W/')cn You have come to the Lorc/ this way, you will find
that your spirit is at peace no matter what your condition.
When you have learned to come to the | ord with this attitude,

you will not be upsct i the [ ord withdraws [Fimself from gou.
T he times of spfritua/ c/ryncss will be the same to you as the
times of 5P/'/7't'ua/ abundance. You will treat them both the
same. W/y? Bccausc you will have learned to love Goc{/'ust
because you Jove f'/fm, not because of f—/is g/ﬁ’s, nor even for
[His Iorccious presence. »

And with that | will leave you cxactlg where | find mgscl{:
at this moment - trying to cligcst these Promcouncl statements
about a clcgrcc of love which | rarc13 have cxPcn'cncccl.

And also with one verse that encourages me in this quest:
I Corinthians 1%:12, “/Now we see butapoorre”ecﬁon asina

mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now [ know in part; then
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/ shall know full: , €Ven as / am fu//ﬂ known.? Oswald Chambcrs

is a world famous hero in the realm of daily devotions with (God,
for his beloved wife compiled some of [is writings into the
devotional, “My (Jtmost for [Tis [Tighest” Oswald died at an
carly age of a serious infection. During the days in the
hospital when he was critically ill, his wife felt she had heard a
word from the | ord that this illness would not be unto death.
But GGod wasr't promising a relief from physical death, but a
promise of eternal life, for within a few days he did pass from
this life. She must have been left with a little wondering about
what she had heard from God. But her questioning didmt
changer her indisputable faith in the (God they had served so
faithfully together. As she prepared to send a telegram to
family members informing them of his death, she chose these
few words: “OSWALD, IN HIS FRESENCE.” All of
his family immediately understood the meaning of her brief wire.
And we who have embraced the salvation which comes through

Jcsus Christ alone and His LorclshiP of our lives have this

assurance: tl"lCl"C Wl" come a clay FOI" cach O{: us WI"ICH we lcnow
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and see clcarlg that which is now only a poor reflection. «..

then we shall see face to face.”

Ha”c|uja|1!

A little song was comPosccl* to hclp remember
the different titles of the chaPtcrs of this bool(, in order to
make a Pcrioclic evaluation of “IHow am | doing” without
ncccling to refer back to the book. Fcrhaps 3ou’” want to
make up your own mcloclg to this fun little self-test, and see
how you score from month to month, year to year, and decade

to decade — until you see Him face to face and we become like

Him, bcholcling Him as he rca”y is.

*
}[ope To Hear Soon song by Amber Woodrum
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H Have I been honest with you, Lord, bringing the
truth of my heart to you?

o Am I obedient to what you tell me to do?

P Am I persuaded you’re always near?

E Always expecting to hear?

T Trusting in your faithfulness, too?

o Do I offer all I can, thanking you again and again?

H Do I hunger for your presence and thirst for your
Word?

E Do I have empathy for others? Do I enjoy the Spirit
you in them? Am I encouraging whenever I can?

A Could I abandon myself more fully? Or am I
surrendered to you?

R Do I rest in your Sovereignty, too?

/7]

Would I seek You in the midst of a storm?
Or am I obstinate and so stubborn?

Am I overconfident to a fault?

2 O O

Needing you, because I don’t want to be without?

HOPE TO HEAR SOON, I HOPE TO HEAR SOON...
I WILL ALWAYS LOOK TO HEAR WHAT I CAN HEAR FROM YOU!
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